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Stand up for climate justice

We are facing a climate emergency and

the need for action is urgent.

You can help create a just Australian
response to climate change.

Friends of the Earth Australia (FOE)
is playing a crucial role in Australia
by highlighting the human face of
the climate change debate and
advocating solutions that will help,
not hurt, the poor.

Rally for Climate justice at recent UN
climate negotiations in Bali.
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This document outlines, and seeks
funding for, three key programs of
FoE’s Climate Justice Campaign.

Over the next two years we are
committed to making a crucial
difference on climate change by:

e Gaining recognition and assistance
for climate refugees, particularly in
the Pacific;

¢ Working to ensure Australia's
carbon trading scheme produces
positive outcomes for the people of
the Global South;

¢ Working for a moratorium on
biofuels that hurt the poor and the
environment.

FoE’s Climate Justice Campaign
appreciates all donations, and because
urgent action is called for in these
areas, we are particularly seeking
leadership funding ($1,000 to $20,000).

If you are concerned about climate
change, passionate about social justice
and have financial freedom, please
support our important work.



Why give to this campaign?

T

Industrialised countries like Australia
are responsible for most of the historic
and current greenhouse gas emissions.

Yet climate change is having, and will
continue to have, its biggest impact on
the people of the poorest countries.

And many of the solutions aimed at
reducing emissions are harming not
helping the poor.

e People of the Pacific and
Bangladesh are being evacuated
because of rising sea levels and
salt contamination of their water
and crops;

e Carbon trading is allowing polluters
in industrialised countries to keep
polluting and undermining
sustainable development in the
developing world;

e Rainforests in Indonesia and Brazil
are being destroyed and indigenous
people displaced to plant biofuel
crops, contributing to surging grain
prices and food insecurity in the
world’s poorest countries.
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The Climate Justice Campaign is a
leading-edge initiative building
awareness and responsibility for the
impact of climate change on
vulnerable populations, and
advocating climate solutions that
help, not hurt, the poor.

You can be at the frontline of
addressing climate change by giving
your money to support this important
and ground-breaking work.

In the world today, money is mostly
used for consumption and exploitation
of our planet and vulnerable
populations.

Giving your money at a level that’s
meaningful for you expresses solidarity
with the people most affected by
climate change and provides potent
leadership for an equitable and
sustainable world.

Be the change you wish to see in the
world — with your money.

By supporting our campaign you will
ensure the voices of climate refugees
are heard in the climate debate.

You will also be part of a powerful
community of advocates working for
equitable solutions and a just path to a
safe climate.



Climate refugees

We are frustrated, and we are angry at the same time. We are victims of something that we are
not responsible for. We believe that these islands are ours, and that our future generations
should not go away from these islands. | think it’s about time these industrialised countries
realise that these island countries in the Pacific are taking the toll. We're bearing the brunt of all
these emissions. Millions and millions of dollars are spent on wars all over the world. Can’t they

save people like ourselves?

Bernard Galie, resident of Carteret Islands
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Climate change is already impacting
the world’s most vulnerable peoples,
especially in the Pacific and
Bangladesh.

The Carteret Islands (a remote atoll off
the coast of Papua New Guinea), are
home to an entire cultural group facing
relocation due to the effects of climate
change.

For more than twenty years they have
fought against the rising ocean by
building sea walls and planting
mangroves. However, storm surges
and high tides continue to wash away
homes, destroy their vegetable gardens
and contaminate their fresh water.
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The government of Papua New Guinea
has authorised the evacuation of the
islands, 10 families at a time, to
Bougainville. It is likely the Carteret
Islands will be largely submerged and
entirely uninhabitable by 2015.

The United Nations High Commission
on Refugees warns that without urgent
action there will be 200 million to 1
billion climate refugees by 2050.

At present, there is no legal recognition
in Australia, or internationally, for these
climate refugees.

Friends of the Earth is working to
ensure the Australian government
makes good on its climate change
promises and for a planned program
of assistance to climate refugees to
be implemented.

To learn more about the diverse communities
threatened by climate change across the world,
read FoE International’s ‘Climate Testimonies’

(www.foei.org)



Trading away the future

Government figures show that there are about 5 crore (50 million) hectares of "wasteland" in
India, land which ... now lies open to exploitation through carbon forestry schemes. What the
central government does not say is that most of this "wasteland" belongs to Adivasis and other
forest dependent communities, who will be the first to lose out from the development of such

schemes.

Madhya Pradesh activist

Over the next two years the
government will decide how to
implement an emissions trading
scheme in Australia.

This will be the centre-piece of the
government's strategy to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

Because of the power of the big
polluters there is a very real danger that
he scheme will not only fail, but cause
harm to people in the Global South.

Many big polluters such as the
aluminium and steel industries are
seeking exemptions which will
undermine the scheme.

Another way the scheme could be
diluted is by linking it to international
carbon trading. This would mean that
instead of reducing their emissions,
coal and other fossil fuel companies
would be able to buy credits from offset
schemes in other countries.
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Experience from the Kyoto Protocol’'s
Clean Development Mechanism has
shown the problems of such schemes.
Often the offsets are not genuinely
reducing emissions and many of the
developments, from tree plantations to
methane extraction from rubbish tips,
have occurred at the expense of local
people.

Friends of the Earth is campaignhing
for Australia’s emissions trading
scheme to exclude offsets and
linkages to international markets. We
advocate that Australian emissions
need to be reduced in Australia.

In addition we will work to ensure

¢ no exemptions for polluting
industries;

e emission permits are auctioned
rather than given away; and

e revenue from the auctions is used
to provide justice for people on low
incomes, workers in affected
industries and genuine clean
development in the Global South.



Biofuels are not the answer

We want food sovereignty, not biofuels... While Europeans maintain their lifestyle based on
automobile culture, the population of Southern countries will have less and less land for food crops
... We are therefore appealing to the governments and people of the European Union countries to
seek solutions that do not worsen the already dramatic social and environmental situation of the

peoples of Latin America, Asia and Africa.

Declaration by five large Latin American NGO networks, January 2006

Food riots in Haiti

Agrofuels are biofuels which require
intensive and industrial practices for
feedstock production, and are generally
grown as monocultures covering
thousands of hectares.

Although presented as opportunities for
the poorest nations, the growth in
agrofuel production is undermining food
security, and threatening local
livelihoods, biodiversity and water
supplies. It is also increasing soil
erosion and land use change such as
deforestation.

The greenhouse emissions savings
from agrofuels are very low, and in
many cases lead to a net increase in
emissions compared to the use of fossil
fuels.
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Agrofuels are being promoted by
governments as a means of ensuring
energy security. Industry is also
aggressively promoting their use with
billions of dollars being invested and
new corporate partnerships being
formed between agrobusiness, biotech
companies, oil companies and car
manufacturers.

Friends of the Earth is working to
highlight that agrofuels are a false
solution to climate change.

Our campaign is calling for a
moratorium on the implementation of
biofuel targets in Australia, and a ban
on the importation of all biofuels and
their sources in order to ensure any
biofuel feedstock is produced in
Australia.

A moratorium on the importation of
biofuels would enable the development
of sustainable bioenergy strategies
which benefit local communities.



Key achievements

With a committed team of volunteers, the Climate Justice Campaign is raising
awareness of climate justice in the public and political realm.

Key achievements over the past 18 months include:

¢ Following extensive lobbying by the Climate Justice Campaign team, the
Australian Labor Party adopted a policy to establish an international coalition to
accept climate refugees.

e The Australian Greens proposed a climate refugee bill, which was based largely
on our work.

e A highly successful speaking tour with two representatives of Carteret Island
communities, organised jointly by FOE Australia and Oxfam.

e Production of quality publications on climate refugees and climate justice
including ‘Climate Justice: A Fair Share of the Atmosphere’, an updated version
of ‘A Citizen’s Guide to Climate Refugees’ and ‘Climate Code Red: The Case
for a Sustainability Emergency’. Green Cross Australia has described our
Citizens Guide as 'the Bible' on the topic of human displacement. These
publications can be found on our website www.foe.org.au

e Vital public outreach, advocacy and movement building on climate justice
iIsSsues.
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Plans for the coming year

The funding we are seeking will enable us to consolidate and expand our campaign
work. We plan to:

e Lobby the government to create a domestic program to accept climate refugees
and to deliver on its climate refugee policies.

e Advocate for just and equitable national climate policies to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, solutions that don't rely on off-loading Australia's responsibility
on to the Majority World.

¢ Build a broad-based movement to advocate the rights of climate refugees
through an Alliance for Climate Affected Peoples.

¢ Join with other non-government organisations in the Make Poverty History
coalition to put climate change on the international and national aid agenda.

e Host a tour of affected peoples to raise awareness about the impacts of climate
change, and of some of the misguided “solutions” such as agrofuels and carbon
offsetting.

¢ Raise public awareness about climate refugees and just and unjust solutions to
climate change, through public forums, workshops, media work, articles and
information packs.

e Produce a ‘just solutions to climate change’ publication which will address the
social and environmental problems of geo-sequestration, carbon offsets and
agrofuels and promote just solutions like reducing consumption, relocalisation
of food production and promoting renewable energy.
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You can make a profound difference

We are seeking 24 visionary individuals who can provide leadership
funding for this important and strategic initiative

@ $120.000

Funding

$20,000 $20,000
$10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000
$5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000
$2,000 $2,000 $2,000 $2,000 $2,000 $2,000
$1,000 || $1,000 || $1,000 || $1,000 | | $1,000 | | $1,000 || $1,000 || $1,000

Can you be one of these people?

To discuss, please contact campaign fundraiser Dot Green 0419 315 717 (m)
dot.green@foe.org.au

Remember all contributions are tax deductible and can be made as a one off payment
or as instalments. Of course, any level of contribution is welcome and makes a
difference.
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Overall campaign objectives

e For Australia to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to a global fair share in
recognition of our international responsibilities.

e To build a movement calling for recognition of climate refugees in Australia, for
the Australian government to accept climate refugees into Australia and to build

a movement for international recognition of climate refugees.

e To resist and expose false solutions to climate change such as carbon offsets
and agrofuels, and advocate genuine solutions such as reducing consumption,
relocalising food production and promoting renewable energy.

e For AUSAID and development non-government organisations to establish
equitable and appropriate international aid programs that integrate climate
change considerations into their policies. The Australian government must
provide adequate funding for adaptation as well as redressing the aid-debt
currently held by Australia.

¢ Australian government to recognise the impacts of climate change on low
income earners and marginalised Australians — including indigenous people —
and for adequate support to be incorporated into all adaptation and mitigation
policies for Australia.
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Budget July 2008 - June 2009

Movement building

Development of Climate Affected Peoples
Alliance

Tour of Climate Affected People

Climate Camp

Public Activities
Public and Media events, actions and other
direct communications

Research
Polling, freedom of information and other
searches

Campaign Materials
Design, printing and production

Climate Refugees Guide
Just Solutions publication

Salaries
Two Part time campaign staff

Overheads
Rent, Phone, internet and miscellaneous
overheads

Travel

Total Budget
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the Earth

5,000
25,000
3,000

3,000

3,000

2,000
3,000
7,000
51,000

18,000

3,000

120,000
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Your Support

To make a tax deductible contribution, complete and return the pledge form below
or contact Dot Green, M 0419 315 717, dot.green@foe.org.au

Yes, | will help create a just Australian response to climate change by supporting Friends of the
Earth’s Climate Justice Campaign.

| pledge to contribute

$20,000 $10,000 $5,000 $2,000 $1,000 Other $

| will pay $ each month till further notice.

Contact Information

Name/s:

Address:

Postcode:

Home phone: Mobile:

Email:

Please return to:
Friends of the Earth Australia, PO Box 222, Fitzroy VIC 3065
Ph: 03 9419 8700 | Fax: 03 9416 2081

We will contact you to arrange payment.

Your support and solidarity are deeply appreciated
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