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FRIENDS OF THE EARTH (FOE) AUSTRALIA  
MONTHLY ELECTRONIC BULLETIN  

APRIL 2008, EDITION [61]  
 

Friends  
 

Attached is our monthly newsletter. Hope you're all in good spirits Ð there are a huge 
number of events to get involved in, hope to see you at some of them! regards Cam  
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1. NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS  
 
Join the Climate Contingent 
To Stop the Sell Off of Public Energy in NSW 
 
Join the Climate Contingent for No Coal 
At the rally organised by Unions NSW outside the NSW ALP Conference 
Saturday May 3 at 9.30am 
Convention Centre, Darling Harbour, Sydney  
 
If you have ideas, input, or want to join us, please contact 
Holly Creenaune and Beck Pearse at Friends of the Earth Sydney - 
holly.creenaune@foe.org.au / 0417 682 541 
beck.pearse@gmail.com / 0405 105 101  
 
More details at: http://www.foe.org.au/news/2007/join-the-climate-contingent-for-no-coal 
 
Voices from Bangladesh Speaking Tour 

May 12-23 
 
The people and ecosystems of Bangladesh face many of the most devastating 
consequences of climate change and sea level rise Ð at the same time as international 
financial institutions such as the Asian Development Bank continue to finance projects 
such as the Phulbari Coal project that directly contribute to climate change and threaten 
the environmental health human rights of developing communities. 
 
This national speaking tour aims to raise awareness of the unequal impacts of climate 
change and to voice the urgent need for Australia to support development projects that are 
socially and environmentally just, rather than destructive. 
 
Speakers: 
¥ Prof Anu Muhammad is a Professor in the Department of Economics at Jahangirnagar 
University in Dhaka and has been integral in leading the civil society campaign against the 
Phulbari mine.  
¥ And local Phulbari residents 
 
International development projects financed through institutions like the ADB can, and 
have played a significant role in exacerbating climate change and locking Majority World 
countries into unsustainable, fossil-fuel intensive paths of development. Urgent action is 
required to direct development efforts away from projects such as the Phulbari Coal 
project that have potentially devastating social and environmental impacts, and offer no 
real benefit to affected communities. 
The Phulbari Coal Project is currently under consideration for funding by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), yet would require the forced relocation of between 50,000-
150,000 people and further affect between 100,000 and 2 million people through increased 
regional pollution and dewatering of the Barind tract. The mine's current owners, Asia 
Energy, have already generated controversy after five protestors were killed and 200 
injured when authorities opened fire on 50,000 demonstrators opposing the mine in August 
2006.  
 
The tour is hosted by AidWatch, and supported by Friends of the Earth, Oxfam Australia 
and Amnesty International Australia.   Continued on next page 
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EVENTS: 
Sydney - Monday 12th May, Sydney Mechanics School of Arts, 275 Pitt St, Sydney @ 
6:30pm, contact Flint Duxfield at aidwatch@aidwatch.org.au 
 
Brisbane Ð Wednesday 14th May, Ahimsa House, West End @ 6.30pm 
Emma Brindal emma.brindal@foe.org.au 3846 5793 
 
Canberra, Thursday 15th May, UCU Conference room, Kirinari Street, Uni of 
Canberra @ 6:30pm 
 
Katoomba - Sunday18th May, Katoomba Youth Hostel @ 4pm 
craiginbm@exemail.com.au 
 
Mussellbrook- Monday 19th May, Mussellbrook RSL, 113 Bridge Street, at 7pm 
 
Newcastle Ð Tuesday 20th May, Royal Exchange Hotel @ 6pm 
Steve Phillips 0437275119 
 
Melbourne - Friday 23rd May, Northcote High School @ 6.30pm 
St Georges Road, Northcote, 3070 (just north of Merri creek). Take tram line 112 towards 
West Preston, stop 27 (full details on tram timetables at: 
http://tt.metlinkmelbourne.com.au/tt/TTB/20071216-092454/vic/03112Ettb.pdf ) 
For details on Melbourne event, please contact Cam Walker: cam.walker@foe.org.au 

 
Radioactive Exposure Tour 2008  
May 9th - 18th 

 
Join Friends of the Earth for a journey to remote northern South Australia where we will 
visit the Olympic Dam uranium mine at Roxby Downs, the Beverley Uranium Project in the 
Gammon Ranges, the beautiful Lake Eyre and Mound Springs environments and meet 
with indigenous peoples and local communities campaigning against the nuclear industry. 
 
The tour offers a unique opportunity to go out on to country and witness the impacts of the 
nuclear industry on people and the environment. Indigenous people across the world 
suffer most directly from the impacts of the nuclear industry, this Ôradioactive racismÕ is a 
major focus of the tour. 
 
You wonÕt see this on reality TV..... 
 
So get on the bus, get out under the desert stars and get ready to listen!  
 
Cost: $600 per person or $450 concession. 
 
Details available at: http://www.foe.org.au/anti-nuclear/radioactive-exposure-
tours/exposure-tour-2008/basic-details-on-the-2008-tour-cost-itinerary/ 
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Green groups provide cover fo r coal industry 
 

FoE was very disappointed that WWF and the Climate Institute recently 
called for a government taskforce which would support carbon capture and 
storage technology (CCS). CCS is a false solution to climate change as it is an unproven 
technology which cannot provide us with the emission reductions needed in time avert 
irreversible changes to the climate. We took part in a protest outside WWFÕs office in 
Sydney and did a media release which you can see here: 
http://www.foe.org.au/media-releases/2007/carbon-capture-green-groups-provide-cover-
for-coal-industry  

 
Please support our annual art auction fund raiser.  
 
Thursday 12th June Synergy Gallery, Northcote [Melbourne] 
 

Ògreenhouse or green house?Ó art auction fundraiser 

7pm Thursday 12th June  
Synergy Gallery, 253 High St, Northcote  
Exhibition opens for viewing Tues - Sat, 11am to 7pm from June 2nd. 

All funds raised go to sustain Friends of the Earth's Anti-nuclear and Clean Energy 
campaign. 

Details at: http://www.foe.org.au/anti-nuclear/media/news-items/front-page-news-feed-
1/201cgreenhouse-or-green-house-201d-art-auction-fundraiser 
 
Climate Camp Australia 
 
Friends of the Earth is part of organising Australia's first-ever Camp for 
Climate Action. This will be 6 days of inspiring workshops & direct action aimed a shutting 
down the world's largest coal port.  
 

Where: Newcastle (exact location to be confirmed) 
When: July 10th Ð15th 2008 
Who: You, your friends and family  

The camp is being organised by a diverse range of individuals who share a common 
passion for real action on climate change. We welcome you to get involved and help make 
it happen. 

Full details: http://www.climatecamp.org.au/ 
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The Barmah Collection: a month of music [Melbourne] 
 
Get excited about Thursdays in May... at the Edinburgh Castle in Brunswick you are in for 
treat with a seductive selection of musical delicacies ranging from ambient pop and 
acoustic folk to hip-hop and gypsy punk. 

All proceeds go directly to the Barmah-Millewa Campaign, to save the worldÕs largest river 
red gum forest from logging and achieve land justice for the Yorta Yorta people. 

Highlights include: The Dirty Old Dogs (1st), VJ by River River (8th), Joelistics (15th), Milk 
and Lou Bennett (22nd), Chalga Party (29th) 

Every Thursday in May - $6/$10 - Doors 8:30pm - For full band line-up see: 
http://www.melbourne.foe.org.au/ 

 
New climate justice newsletter 
 
The FoEA climate justice campaign is now publishing a monthly email newsletter, with 
huge amounts of local and global news. 
 
To subscribe, please send an email to 
 
climate_justice_newsletter-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 
Chain Reaction #102 out 
 
Chain Reaction is the national magazine of FoE Australia. The current edition has a 
feature on food, looking at biofuels, vegetarianism, nanotechnology and more. It has 
feature articles on climate justice, coal, desalination and the challenge facing the ALP over 
Uranium. 
 

Chain Reaction can be downloaded at: http://www.foe.org.au/resources/chain-
reaction/chain-reaction-editions/chain-reaction-102-april-2008/ 

 
FoE Brisbane Introduction night  
 
Wednesday, May 28th, 6.30 to 8pm (none in April) FoE Brisbane House, 294 Montague 
Road West End Introduction sessions cover the history of FoE Brisbane, our principles 
and how we work, connection with FoE Australia and FoE International, our current work 
and ways that people can get involved. Information sessions are open to any curious 
person and are ideal for people considering becoming involved in the organisation. They 
are held on the third Tuesday of every month. For more information contact Derec or 
Emma on 3846 5793.  
 
Garnaut Review 
 
The Climate Justice Campaign has put in three submissions to the Garnaut 
Review Ð a general submission, one to the Emissions Trading Issues paper 
and one to the Transport and Built Environment Issues paper, which had a 
focus on bio/agrofuels 
You can view our submissions here: 
http://www.foe.org.au/climate-justice/policy-position/garnaut-review-2008  
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2.  ON-LINE ACTIVISM 
 
Demand justice for the Bhopalis 
 
Please help us call for justice for the survivors of the 1984 Bhopal disaster who have once 
again walked 800 kilometres to Delhi seeking an appointment with the prime minister to 
address their long-standing demands.  
 
In addition to the 1984 gas leak, Bhopal has suffered another disaster with the ongoing 
environmental and health crisis caused by the toxic wastes, contamination and poisoned 
groundwater. Both disasters are having a pronounced effect on children and future 
generations. 
 
Two years ago, the prime minister only agreed to meet with the survivors after they spent 
21 days on the streets, including six days of fasting, after having walked to Delhi. He 
promised to deliver on their demands. Two years later, these promises have proven 
hollow. If the prime minister does not meet the Bhopal survivors before 15 April, the 
survivors will have little choice but to go on another hunger strike.  
 
Please send an email to the prime minister of India in support of the Bhopalis. It only takes 
two minutes and could help saves lives. 
www.foei.org/en/get-involved/take-action/bhopal-justice/ 
 
 
Help find 'disappeared' Colombian environmentalist 
 
CENSAT Agua Viva (Friends of the Earth Colombia) need your help to secure the return of 
JosŽ Abelardo Salgado, an environmentalist who disappeared on 31 March 2008. 
 
At the time of his disappearance Mr Salgado was on his way to provide environmental 
consultancy services in Cerro Azul in the Valle del Cauca region in Colombia. 
 
A committed environmentalist, Mr Salgado is a member of a local Colombian 
environmental group FEDENA (Fundaci—n Ecol—gica Fenicia Defensa Natural). He has 
worked on many environmental projects and issues in his community and the region for 
the last 15 years and has earned a high degree of respect in these areas. 
 
Please take 2 minutes to visit our website and send an email calling on the Vice President 
of Colombia, Dr. Francisco Santos Calder—n, to do everything in his power to ensure the 
swift return of Mr Salgado. 
 
http://www.foei.org/en/get-involved/take-action/jose-salgado 

Take action on climate refugees! 
 
Our cyberaction to Foreign Affairs Minister Stephen Smith about climate refugees is now 
on the FoE international website.  
 
It only takes 2 minutes to read, fill in your details and send off Go to: 
http://www.foei.org/en/get-involved/take-action/climate-refugees 
And forward on to your networks!! 
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3. INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGNS Ð NEWS FROM AROUND THE FOE NETWORK 
 
 
Friends of the Earth International (FoEI) is a federation of autonomous organisations from 
all over the world. Our members, in 73 countries, campaign on the most urgent 
environmental and social issues, while working towards sustainable societies.  
 
For further information, see: http://www.foei.org/  
-- 
 
Suspect timber in EU building projects 
 
FoE Europe is calling on the European Commission to adopt environmental legislation to 
prevent illegal timber from being sold on the European market. This follows an 
investigation by FoE Netherlands which discovered illegal or destructively logged timber in 
four EU construction projects.  
 
The timber originated from the Amazon, Central Africa, Russia and Indonesia, where 
large-scale illegal and destructive logging takes place and timber is purchased from 
suppliers that engage in illegal logging. On 19 March, Friends of the Earth presented the 
report to the European Commissioner for Environment, Stavros Dimas, accompanied by a 
fanfare of chainsaws and axes. 
 
Contact: Anne van Schaik, FoE Netherlands, anne.van.schaik@milieudefensie.nl 
 
 
Progress in European commission transparency 
 
In March, a new report warned that industry lobbyists are dominating parts of the 
European law-making process, and specifically a number of Commission expert groups. 
ALTER-EU, a coalition of 160 organizations concerned with transparency within Europe 
and including FoE Europe and Corporate Europe Observatory, called on the European 
Commission to dissolve some of its expert groups because of the dominance  of industry 
lobbyists.  
 
The report, "Secrecy and Corporate Dominance - a study on the composition and 
transparency of European Commission Expert Groups", reveals that industry 
representatives have a disproportionate influence on a number of the Commission's most 
controversial expert groups, including advisory groups on issues such as biotechnology, 
clean coal and car emissions. 
 
At the end of March, the European Parliament's Constitutional Affairs Commitee voted in 
favor of a compulsory register for all the estimated 15,000 lobbyists who try to influence 
the EU institutions, and for full financial disclosure to be able to identify the interests 
behind a lobbying campaign. The committee's report is expected to be endorsed by the full 
parliament in May. 
 
Download the report: www.alter-eu.org/en/publications/secrecy-and-corporate-dominance-
study 
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Update on the Antarctic 
 
At the International Maritime Organisations (IMO) Marine Environment Protection 
Committee meeting from 31 March - 4 April, the Antarctic and Southern Oceans Coalition 
(ASOC, which includes a number of FoE groups) called on the IMO's 167 members to take 
urgent and comprehensive action to minimize the risks to Antarctica's incredibly sensitive 
and increasingly vulnerable marine and coastal environment.  
 
In particular, ASOC will address the increasing threat of shipping. International shipping 
traffic has increased significantly in the Antarctic over the past decade both in terms of 
overall numbers and the different types of vessels operating in the area. The increasing 
number of vessels, their concentrations in particular seasons and areas, and the fact that 
many are not ice-strengthened, raises a number of intrinsic environmental and marine 
safety issues, particularly given the extreme remoteness of the region, the sensitivity of 
Antarctic ecosystems and the vulnerability of marine wildlife and habitats to threats from 
shipping activities. The increased threat is evident in light of the number of recent shipping 
incidents in the Southern Ocean. 
 
Contact: Jim Barnes, ASOC, jimbo0628@mac.com 
 
Belgium: orchard established to save threatened agricultu ral varieties 
 
FoE Belgium is pleased  to announce the planting of the first trees in its brand new 
Conservatory Orchard, in the Herve area, east Wallon•e. This project arose from concerns 
about the almost total disappearance of the region's many apple, pear, plum and other fruit 
varieties, as well as the long tradition of the area in growing and consuming fruit.  
 
FoE Belgium hopes that this orchard will become an educational place where the general 
public can reconnect with traditional ways of planting, cutting and growing trees, using 
organic methods of production. Every year, a "Day of the Apple" will be held where 
participants can taste fruits, juices and delicious desserts. 
 
Contact: Veronique Cornette, FoE Belgium, veronique.cornette@amisdelaterre.be 
 
 
Cura• ao: Antarctic expedition leads to  community  education 
 
After a strenuous but very instructive expedition to Antarctica, the three Cura•a oan 
participants, selected by Amigu di Tera (FoE Cura•a o), have returned home safely. The 
expedition, led by the well-known polar explorer and environmental activist Robert Swan, 
spent 10 days in the Antarctic Peninsula area and the surrounding waters. 
 
Expedition participants from all over the world could witness the devastating effects of 
global warming in this most southern continent. At the educational centre (the E-base), 
which Robert Swan established last year in Bellinghausen, as well on board the ship, the 
participants attended workshops on climate change, renewable energy and leadership, 
(see www.2041.com). The E-base was constructed with recycled materials and runs on 
wind and solar power.  
 
 
Continued on next page 
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Now the second part of the project is beginning: the delivery of awareness programs, 
especially for the youth, on global warming and its effects both on the planet and locally. A 
range of audiences will learn how to work towards a carbon-free society. The three 
participants on this trip were selected from a wider group of applicants called the 
Antarctica Team, or A-team. Together with Amigu di Tera, the entire A-team will continue 
working on a climate change program for at least one year. During this period the A-team 
will also run a nature-friendly program for primary school children in low income 
neighborhoods. 
 
Contact: Amigu di Tera, amiguditera@gmail.com 
 
 
Germany: online campaigning against coal-fi red power stations 
 
In March 2008, BUND/FoE Germany introduced online campaigning to block plans for 27 
new, extremely climatedamaging, coal-fired power plants in Germany. The first action 
focussed on the city of Hamburg, where conservative Christian Democrats and the Green 
Party are negotiating on a possible governing coalition and where a huge coal-burning 
power plant is envisioned.  
 
Within a few days, more than 2,000 people had called upon the Green Party to insist on an 
alternative energy supply creating less greenhouse gas pollution. First success: both 
parties are considering less polluting gas-fired solutions. FoE Germany will continue the 
campaign until the coalfired climate killer is off the stove. 
 
Contact: Kristin Jaeger, FoE Germany, kristin.jaeger@bund.net 
 
 
Guatemala: national encounter of communities defending their land and nature 
 
At the end of March, Ceiba/FoE Guatemala and the Committee for United Campesinas 
held an encounter on struggles, organization and resistance in the face of the threats to 
and destruction of the earth and nature.  
 
The encounter reunited spiritual guides, anti-mining consultation committees, anti-dam 
committees, indigenous peoples, and communities struggling against oil and mega-
projects with the purpose of deepening alliances within the popular movement. The 
encounter activity was carried out within the framework of preparations for the Social 
Forum of the Americas. 
 
Contact: Mario Godinez, FoE Guatemala, tzikin.mario@gmail.com 
 
 
Italy: climate change killing ÒspringÓ 
 
FoE Lombardia did a street action in March in Milan. It was an artistic performance 
inspired by the famous painting "La Primavera" by Sandro Botticelli. The plot: spring is 
dead and lies in an open casket, surrounded by mourners. 
 
The moral: with dangerous climate change we are going to lose the seasons.... (not this 
year, hopefully, as it is still damn cold in Italy). 
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Middle East: pro-aquifer project 
 
FoEME's "Pro-Aquifer" project, organized in cooperation with the Palestinian House of 
Water and Environment, aims to alleviate threats to groundwater pollution by providing 
educational and technical training support to local authorities. Following a series of parallel 
training courses in sewage treatment technologies and management, the project held two 
tours of wastewater treatment facilities and reconstructed wetlands for Palestinian and 
Israeli municipal technical staff and managers in March. 
 
To learn more about the Pro-Aquifer project please visit 
www.foeme.org/projects.php?ind=133 
 
 
Uruguay: water cooperation with Bolivian city  
 
FoE helped facilitate a technical cooperation agreement between Uruguay's public water 
company and the Independent Administration for Sanitary Works in the Bolivian city of 
Potos’ at the beginning of March, leading to improvements in the local water service. The 
agreement was facilitated by the National Commission for the Defense of Water of which 
REDES/FoE Uruguay is part, and Red Vida (Inter-American Monitoring for the Protection 
and Right to Water), which brings together many of the continents organizations. 
 
Contact: JosŽ Elosegui, FoE Uruguay, prensa@redes.org.uy 
 
 
Seeking ideas on consumerism 
 
We would like to ask for your participation in a new section on the FoEI website dedicated 
to consumerism. 
 
Currently, we do not have such a section, all though reducing consumption is very much 
part of our vision, mission and commitment to 'transform'. The web pages will feature a 
new animation on the rat case of consumerism under the likely slogan of: 'Consume less, 
live more!' Furthermore, we'd like to add tips on how to 'live more': give inspiration on 
lifestyle changes, ideas on reducing consumption, offer action opportunities (like cyber 
actions), and create links to our campaigns and member groups. 
 
As we are looking for content for these pages, please send us ideas, suggestions, images 
and any materials you have that are related to consumption issues*. We'd be happy to 
include them in our special web section which we'll try to produce in three language 
versions. 
 
Contact: Janneke Bruil, FoEI, janneke@foei.org 
 
 
4. NATIONAL CALENDAR 
 
 
Sorry, didn't get around to it again this month. Please send items for future editions to: 
cam.walker@foe.org.au 
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5. FoE AUSTRALIA  
Friends of the Earth (FoE) Australia is a federation of 11 independent local groups who are 
working towards an environmentally sustainable and socially equitable future. Through a 
combination of research, community outreach, direct action, lobbying and offering positive 
alternatives, FoE seeks to work in alliances with other like-minded groups and individuals 
to achieve the necessary social change which will allow for environmental protection with 
full protection for the rights of all people.  
 
Although the bulk of the work of FoE is carried out by the local groups, we also have a 
number of national campaigns and projects. In 2008, these include the nuclear, climate, 
and trade campaigns and the environment and population, nanotechnology, transnational 
corporations and ecological debt projects.  
 
FoE also co-ordinates a national social justice and environmental film festival (Wildspaces) 
and publishes Chain Reaction magazine.  
 
To financially support our work, please see:  
https://www.egive.org.au/index.php?inc=orgdesc&org_id=15&org_categoryid=1  
 
There are a number of other email bulletins produced by FoE:  
For people living in Victoria, there is a fortnightly email bulletin: you can subscribe at: 
http://www.melbourne.foe.org.au/  
For people living in Queensland, there is a regular email bulletin: you can subscribe at: 
http://www.brisbane.foe.org.au/  
For people living in South Australia, there is a regular email bulletin: you can subscribe by 
emailing Shani: shani.burdon@foe.org.au  
There is a national nuclear campaign newsletter: to subscribe, email Jim Green 
jim.green@foe.org.au  
To subscribe to the nanotechnology project newsletter, contact Georgia Miller: 
Georgia.miller@foe.org.au  
To subscribe to our monthly global food news and events newsletter, please contact Joel 
Catchlove: joel.catchlove@foe.org.au 
 
FoE Australia has a national liaison office:  
Box 222, Fitzroy, 3065.  
Ph 03 -9419 8700  
Fax 03 - 9416 2081  
Email: foe@foe.org.au  
http://www.foe.org.au  
 
See: http://www.foe.org.au/about-us/starting-a-friends-of-the-earth-group  
for details on starting a FoE group.  
For any enquiries about this list, including change of address details, please contact Cam: 
cam.walker@foe.org.au  
 
If you are a financial supporter or member of FoE and need to change your contribution in 
any way, please contact Mara Bonacci: mara.bonacci@foe.org.au 
 
Privacy  
As part of our commitment to ensuring the privacy of our members and supporters, we do 
not sell or exchange names or any other personally identifiable information from this or 
other lists with any company, organisation or individual.  


