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August 2003 The first truck taking uranium back down the Jabiluka
mineshaft. FoEA played a key role in this successful campaign
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In 2002/3, Friends of the Earth Australia
(FoEA) continued to campaign on specific
issues at national and international levels while
managing a series of localised projects and ini-
tiatives. 

Growing capacity amongst the national cam-
paign teams is further enhanced by an
expanding organisational infrastructure and as
a result, FoEA has achieved some significant
results over the previous year.
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Nuclear camp aign

The third term of the Coalition Government has meant
continued policy support for nuclear developments. This
has involved a continued facilitation of uranium projects,
commitment to construction of a new nuclear reactor in
Sydney, and the development of radioactive waste dis-
posal plans in South Australia. Nuclear developments
have continued amidst continued global instability and
war in Iraq. 

Despite such an adverse climate the Friends of the Earth
campaign has made significant gains in the past year. Its
consistent work in initiatives such as the Nuclear
Freeways Project, the Alliance against Uranium and
other community activities over the past few years has
established a strong base of support in regional areas of
Australia.  This work, both strategic and appropriate
given that these are, and will be, the most affected com-
munities, has been pivotal in the present series of politi-
cal outcomes on radioactive waste.  

A key focus for 2002/3 has been the Nuclear Freeways
Project in NSW. This seeks to generate awareness of,
and opposition to, proposed plans to transport waste
from Lucas Heights in south western Sydney to the
national radioactive waste repository planned for South
Australia. 

FoE organised a highly successful art fundraising initia-
tive which provided funding for the 4th phase of this proj-
ect. The campaign actively engaged regional communi-
ties along the potential transport route for radioactive
waste. 

Local Government, emergency services, state parlia-
mentarians and media were engaged. The project had
dramatic results in the lead up to the NSW state election,
with the Carr Government committing to a parliamentary
inquiry into the transport and storage of radioactive 

waste. Friends of the Earth's work is widely regarded as
being pivotal in gaining this outcome.

FoE also joined with other environment groups in pres-
suring uranium miner Rio Tinto to rehabilitate the
Jabiluka mine site at their annual general meeting in
March. The many Australians who have been part of this
long campaign to stop the mine shared a victory when
the NT government announced rehabilitation of the site
in August 2003. 

Other highlights have included Friends of the Earth's role
in the Pine Gap protest near Alice Springs in October
2002. We were also proud to nominate two senior
Aboriginal women for the prestigious International
Goldman Award. Friends of the Earth co-ordinated a
presentation ceremony in Sydney.  

Friends of the Earth has maintained strategic campaign
links with key players including Greenpeace, the
Australian Conservation Foundation and the Irati Wanti
campaign, along with many community activists.  This
allows for co-ordinated work, ensures gaps are filled,
and national focus is complementary.  

The anti-nuclear campaign continues a strong sense of
'movement', and FoE is well recognised as a significant
contributor to the development and maintenance of the
broader anti-nuclear movement.

For further information: http://www.foe.org.au/nuclear

FoEA camp aigns 2002 - 2003

FoE Australia's campaign work is carried out
through a combination of local group activity and
national campaigns and projects. While only a
summary of some activity, the following reports are
indicative of the extent and type of work carried out
over the past year.
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Climate change

Friends of the Earth is calling for urgent action to prevent
climate change. FoEA uses a combination of direct
action, community education, and lobbying to generate
debate and create positive change on this issue. A key
focus is the climate justice perspective, which considers
the human dimensions of climate change. FoE Australia
has identified the following key principles in relation to
climate change impacts and politics:

- We recognise that climate change is an environmental
issue that has a human rights impact.

- We recognise that climate change is caused by sys-
temic inequalities in global resource allocation and use.

- We aim for a global solution to the threat of climate
change based on a fair share of sustainable resource
use for all people.

- We aim to raise community awareness about climate
change and its causes.

- We conduct research into the systemic causes and
effects of climate change, both within Australia and glob-
ally.

- We encourage planned action which targets govern-
ment and corporate activity that threatens our climate
and perpetuates climate injustice.

- We are part of a national alliance and international net-
work of climate justice campaigners.

- We are committed to creating an Asia-Pacific-Oceania
alliance for climate justice that works towards an equi-
table share of environmental space for all. 

In 2002/3, the focus of work has been on raising aware-
ness of the human dimensions of climate change
through a vigorous community outreach program. To
consolidate this awareness FoE produced the report on
small island states of the Pacific entitled ‘Islands are lost
even before the sea-level rises.’

This report documents the known and predicted impacts
of climate change on small island states, these issues
include food security, environmental refugees and sov-
ereignty losses.  

Through the Australian Council for Overseas Aid
(ACFOA), we have specifically focused on raising cli-
mate change as a significant threat to poverty alleviation
with the aid and development sector.  As a result our
alliances within ACFOA have become strengthened, and
aid agencies are considering policy and other initiatives
that can institutionalise as a result of the recognition
between climate change and increasing poverty.

FoE is currently developing links with communities in the
Pacific and is planning to bring representatives from this
region to Australia in early 2004 as part of a 'climate
equity' tour. A key campaign initiative focused on support
for a higher mandatory renewable energy target for
Australia and phase out fossil fuel use in Australia. 

Whilst knowledge of climate change is generally fairly
apt in most Australian communities, the details of caus-
es, impacts, social and ecological costs and immediacy
of climate change as a social and environmental issue is
not a key part of community understanding. 

The climate justice campaign is based on a premise that
when people have access to good information they
make good choices for themselves, their families, com-
munity and humanity.Therefore we aim to increase the
understanding of climate as a humanitarian issue and
provide significant opportunities for people to engage in
political actions that support climate justice.

In addition to the 'climate equity tour', we will be contin-
uing the community education work that has become a
central element of our campaign, focusing on the
inequitable impacts of industrialised countries pollution
across the global south. 

We are also teaming up Greenpeace and the Climate
Action Network Australia (CANA) to organise the first
'climate camp' as a direct action training camp for
approximately 80 people in early 2004.  This will greatly
'up the ante' of grass roots action on climate issues.

For further information: http://www.foe.org.au/climate
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Environment and Population

FoEA is keenly aware of the fact that concern for 'the
environment' is sometimes used as a rationale for
opposing further immigration to Australia. Through the
environment and population project FoEA seeks to
oppose the use of overly simplistic arguments and also
encourage broader debate about what the key threats
are to the ecosystems of the Australian continent. FoEA
believes that over consumption of resources (and corre-
sponding over production of greenhouse gases and
other wastes) rather than population growth are the fun-
damental issues relating to environmental degradation in
Australia. 

FoEA recognises that there needs to be a debate about
what may constitute a sustainable human population for
this continent. This needs to occur with full recognition of
the responsibilities that come with being one of the high-
est per capita producers of greenhouse gases of any
nation on the planet, the need to address rising numbers
of environmental refugees, and international perspec-
tives that involve global equity in terms of access to
resources.

In 2002/3, FoE launched its project through the produc-
tion of its Population, Immigration and the Environment
booklet, which was widely circulated through the media,
government, the environment movement and communi-
ty organisations.

FoE also carried out substantial work on environmental
(and specifically) climate refugees. These are people
who are forced to flee the impacts of human-induced cli-
mate change. Environmental refugees may be either
internally displaced within their country, or pushed into
external exile and hence become asylum seekers in
other countries. Red Cross estimates that there are cur-
rently 25 million people displaced around the world
because of environmental causes - 58 per cent of the
world's total refugee population.  

FoE has been working with a broad range of environ-
mental, aid and development and progressive organisa-
tions to raise awareness of this significant issue. As a
result of proposals put forward by FoEA, the Australian
Council for Overseas Aid (ACFOA) has now included a
section in their refugee policy which acknowledges
forced displacement because of environmental factors.
FoEA is currently working to encourage more aid and
development organisations to also take a proactive
approach to recognising, and catering for, all forms of
environmental refugees.

For further information: http://www.foe.org.au/population

Earth summit

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) or Earth Summit 2 was held in South Africa in August and
September 2002. 

Following on from the national conference it hosted in April 2001, with the Green Institute and Heinrich Boll
Foundation, FoE Australia carried out a susbtantial community outreach program in the buildup to the summit itself,
hosting public meetings with organisations like Oxfam Community Aid Abroad in order to make the broader com-
munity aware of the WSSD. A number of representatives from FoEA joined the large team of FoEI activists present
at the WSSD. 

The outcome from the summit was disappointing, and the European Union's goal of reaching an action oriented out-
come with clear targets and timetables could not be reached due to resistance from the US, Japan, Canada,
Australia and the OPEC countries. 

One key outcome that resulted largely through FoEs work was the inclusion of clear language in the final declara-
tion of the WSSD on the need to establish corporate accountability.

For further information: http://www.foei.org/wssd/index.html
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Forest s

FoE made good progress on forest issues over the last year, largely through it's Hancock Watch project which mon-
itors the activities of Hancock Insurance Company, who manage what was previously the public sector plantation
estate in Victoria.

Working with local community group Friends of Gippsland Bush, FoE identified substantial areas of high conserva-
tion forest within the plantation estate of Hancocks which was available for clearing. FoE worked with land man-
agers to improve plantation management in the Strezlecki ranges in south eastern Victoria.

The last year has also seen attempts to establish the first independently verified certified timber operations in
Australia. Hancocks has sought certification under the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). As one of the few envi-
ronmental NGO members of FSC in Australia, and with a long connection to monitoring Hancocks operations, FoE
has been well placed to actively engage in this initative. 

FoE has taken a holistic approach, considering current and future logging regimes, the impacts of herbicide use on
catchments, identification and protection of remnant, high conservation native forests within the plantation estate,
and diversification of plantations into bio-diverse, multi species systems that provide a variety of ecological and
social benefits. FoE will continue to monitor the development of FSC in Australia in the coming year.

Trade

FoE Australia continued working to raise public awareness of the environmental and social costs of current inter-
national trade agreements. FoE Australia works closely with the FoE International Trade/Environment/ Sustainability
(TES) campaign team. The trade campaign seeks to highlight the trends created through global negotiations, where-
by corporations and governments are undermining community control, environmental protection and public servic-
es such as education, health and water, all in the name of 'free' trade. In collaboration with a range of other organ-
isations, FoE hosted a series of public forums and conferences on globalisation and trade over the past year.

For further information: http://www.foe.org.au/trade

Wild S paces Environment al Film Festival 

Presented by Friends of the Earth Australia, Wild Spaces is an informative and inspiring look at critical environ-
mental, social justice and human rights issues. The festival is the only event of its kind in Australia and plays a sig-
nificant role in reaching the wider community with environmental and social justice messages.

The 2002 festival was held in November, and hosted in 12 locations. In 2003 it is anticipated that Wild Spaces will
screen in over 30 locations, demonstrating FoE's capacity to build this national event.

For further det ails: http://www.wildspaces.foe.org.au/
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Other achievement s

In 2002/3, other activity included the campaign against a gold mine at Lake Cowal in mid west NSW; acting as the
secretariat of the Alliance Against Uranium; developing a pilot Community Supported Agriculture project in south
east Queensland; a firewood campaign; a watchdog role on Fraser Island; community monitoring of forest man-
agement in south west WA; ongoing restoration of wetlands south of Adelaide; involvement in the campaign against
a food irradiation plant at Narangbah (QLD) and involvement in a large number of local, regional and state level
campaigns. A full summary of FoE activities and achievements is available from the national liaison office.

Our Vision
Our vision is of a world where everyone's needs are met in a way which safeguards the future of the environment.
We work for a world where environmental protection, social justice and economic welfare for all people go hand in
hand. Through our local, national and international networks, we work with the community to communicate, raise
awareness, put forward alternatives, and take action.

FoE operates from an environmental justice perspective. This means working towards a situation where all people
live in a healthy environment, where the benefits and costs of economic activity are shared equally, including
between nations and generations.

FoEA supports Indigenous sovereignty and works at both the local level with specific Indigenous communities as
well as participating in debates and campaigns at the national level.

FoE understands that in an era of globalisation and international environmental problems, an international and co-
operative response is required. Accordingly, FoEA seeks to develop strong relations with environmental and social
justice movements in all parts of the world. 

Global context and connections

Friends of the Earth Australia is the national member of Friends of the Earth International (FoEI), which is a world-
wide federation of national environmental organisations.
FoEI aims to: 
- protect the earth from further deterioration and repair damage inflicted upon the environment by human activities  

and negligence; 
- preserve the earth's ecological, cultural and ethnic diversity; 
- increase public participation and democratic decision-making. Greater democracy is both an end in itself and is     

vital to the protection of the environment and the sound management of natural resources; 
- achieve social, economic and political justice and equal access to resources and opportunities for men and  w

women on the local, national, regional and international levels; 
- promote environmentally sustainable development on the local, national, regional and global levels. 

FoEI has a democratic structure with autonomous national groups which comply with the guidelines established
by the federation. 

FoEI member groups are united by a common conviction that these aims require both strong grassroots activism
and effective national and international campaigning and coordination. They see Friends of the Earth International
as a unique and diverse forum to pursue international initiatives, taking advantage of the varied backgrounds and
perspectives of its members. The network is now active in 68 countries, with more than 1,000,000 individual
members and around 5,000 local branches.

Copies of the FoEI annual report can be found at: http://www.foei.org
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Partners and alliances

FoEA places considerable emphasis on working in alliances with other progressive sectors of Australian society, and
is currently a member of the following networks and organisations:

· The Australian Council for Overseas Aid (ACFOA); 
· Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network (AFTINET);
· Australians for Just Refugee Programs;
· Climate Action Network Australia (CANA);
· Mittagong Forum (a grouping of national and state-based environmental groups);
· National Anti -Deportation Alliance;
· National Environment Consultative Forum (NECF)
· Reaction coalition (Australian Conservation Foundation, Greenpeace, and People Against Nuclear Reactor

[PANR]);
· In 2002/3 it was also a founding member of the Victorian Peace Network.

Looking to the future/S trategic directions

In 2002/3, FoEA placed considerable attention on strategic planning for the organisation. As a grassroots network
with limited national organisational capacity, FoEA has found it difficult to generate a larger supporter base in recent
years. Unlike other mainstream national groups, FoEA currently has no national membership development program
or designated staff in this area. Its only national staff are focussed on campaigning. In recent years, local groups
have increased collaboration on skills sharing and training around fundraising and membership development and,
in 2003, FoEA created a national direct debit scheme aimed at generating a larger member and supporter base.

This is also the first full year where the national campaigns reference group (NCRG) has been in place. The NCRG
is composed of representatives of local groups and some national representatives, and aims to provide advice on
national campaigns, the work of the national liaison officers, and general issues of organisational development and
political positioning. It also manages a small grants and loans program, which seeks to help smaller groups, espe-
cially those in rural and regional areas, build campaign capacity, skills and membership. The program is funded
through an allocation from any bequests received by FoEA. As part of the FoE International network, FoEA is cur-
rently aso engaged in an on-going strategic review of its campaigns, structure, and decision-making and governance
systems.

FoE Australia structure and governance

FoE Australia is composed of independent member groups. Each group is self-managing in terms of it's cam-
paigns, decision making structures and fundraising. Groups co-operate on specific campaigns at a level they feel
is appropriate. Communication between local groups is facilitated by the National Liaison Officers. FoE Melbourne
currently hosts the national liaison office. 

The National Campaigns Reference Group (NCRG) is composed of representatives of local groups and national
representatives and aims to provide advice on national campaigns, the work of the national liaison officers, and
general issues of organisational development and political positioning. The International Liaison Officers are
responsible for communication between FoE Australia and FoE International (FoEI). In June 2002, FoE Australia
was appointed to the Executive Committee of FoEI.

National spokespeople are nominated by local groups and are approved to speak on behalf of FoE Australia on
specific issues. The regional contacts represent the FoE network in areas where there are currently no local
groups, decisions are made at two national meetings which are held in January and June. Various communication
structures keep groups informed during the year. FoEA places great value on participatory decision making sys-
tems and internal information sharing.
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Friends of the Earth Australia Committee of Management

Ila Marks - Public Officer (finance manager, FoE Melbourne), Kate Kaleb (adviser on environmental health issues,
Melbourne), Damian Sullivan (trade campaigner, Melbourne), Binnie O'Dwyer (legal adviser, Sydney), John Hallam
(nuclear campaigner, Sydney), and Rowena Shakes (co-ordinator, Wildspaces Film Festival, Brisbane).

FoE Australia national campaigns reference group: Binnie O'Dwyer (legal issues), Rosalind Byass (regional group
representative), Steve Baker (national advocacy officer), Stephanie Long (climate campaigner), Bruce Thompson
(national nuclear campaigner), Len Kanaar (IT specialist).
FoE Australia is a signatory of the ACFOA Code of Conduct.

Priorities 2002/3

Campaign priorities: climate, including energy and renewables; nuclear issues and militarism; population and envi-
ronment; transnational corporations.

Organisational priorities: support for a local groups campaign (in 2003, this was FoE Stawell in western Victoria);
build capacity for the FoEA trade campaign; and establish a direct debit program for FoEA;

FoE has groups in Adelaide, Brisbane, Jervis Bay
(NSW), Maryborough (QLD), Melbourne, the New
England Tablelands, Northern Rivers Region (NSW),
Perth, Bridgetown (south west Western Australia,
Stawell (VIC), Sydney, and Tasmania.

FoE has offices in Brisbane, Melbourne, and Sydney.
FoE has a regional contact on the Southern Tablelands
(NSW).

National campaigns, projects & spokespeople [includ-
ing contacts, staff & volunteers]

Chain Reaction magazine: Karen Anson, Tim Parish

Climate change: Lynn Comiskey, Jane Davissen,
Nancy Entwistle, Tristy Fairfield, Phil Hawkins, Al
Hoban, Stephanie Long, Robert Preston.

Environment and Population: Andrew Duguid, Binnie
O'Dwyer, Steven T, Cam Walker

Food Irradiation: Rebecca Duffy

Forest s/ timber certification: Anthony Amis, Leonie
van der Maesen 

Groundwater: Gavan Mudd

Indigenous issues: Cam Walker

International Liaison: Kathleen McCann, Domenica
Settle, Dave Sweeney, Cam Walker

Indigenous Land and Right s (Asia Pacific region):
Lee Tan 

Lucas Height s reactor: Len Kanaar

The Mound S prings wetlands of SA: Ila Marks, Eric
Miller

Nuclear issues: Loretta O'Brien, Bruce Thompson 

Nuclear W eapons: John Hallam, Dimity Hawkins

Trade and investment: Damian Sullivan

Website: Nik Beuret

Wildsp aces film festival: Rowena Shakes, Robin
Taubenfeld, Danni and Rebecca

FoE Australia Camp aigns T eam & Cont acts

Produced by the National Liaison Office for FoE Australia
ABN 18110769501.

Cam Walker and Binnie O'Dwyer, PO Box 222, Fitzroy,
VIC, 3065. Ph (03) 9419 8700, Fax (03) 9416 2081, 

Email: foe@foe.org.au

FoE Australia: http://www.foe.org.au

This report covers the financial year 2002 - 2003
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Income and expenditure for the year ended 30 June 2003

INCOME
Bank Interest $4.70
Donations: $60,499.15
Grants - other Australian Foundations $9,993.38
Grants - GVEHO $4,000
Legacies and bequests $0
Misc income $19,665.70

TOTAL $94,162.93

EXPENDITURE
Administration expenses $3,373.78
Audit fees $600
Bank charges & fees $92.06
Donations $52,091
Misc expenses $3,821.31
National meeting expenses $1,478.09
Project costs - domestic $0
Project costs - other $1,209.82
Subscriptions $2,215.70
Telephone and fax $1,451.63

TOTAL $66,333.39

OPERATING SURPLUS FROM 
ORDINARY ACTIVITIES $27,829.54

These figures represent the financial statement for the accounts
of the national liaison office (NLO) of Friends of the Earth
Australia. The NLO receives substantial logistical and in-kind
support from FoE Melbourne, which hosts the office, including
the part time allocation of one staff member to national functions.

Auditors st atement

Full financial statements are available on request. No single appeal or other form of fundraising for a designated purpose gen-
erated 10% or more of total income for the period under review.

FoEA acknowledges the receipt of $4,000 from Environment Australia under the Grants to Voluntary Environment and Heritage
Organisations (GVEHO) Program, 2002-2003. This was used for administrative purposes.

FoE acknowledges the support of a number of private foundations, including Treepot Foundation for ongoing support for the
national nuclear and climate campaigns, and the Funding Exchange (USA) for the environment and population project.

FoE Australia also acknowledges the national sponsors of the Wildspaces 2002 environmental film festival: Kaganovich
Productions, Gozer, Arena Printing, 3CR Community Radio, 3RRR, RMIT University and The Greens (Australia).

FoE received an allocation through the ISSS program of AusAID, which was solely used to support the 14th Asia Pacific Forum
of Environmental Journalists World Congress, held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in October 2002.

In my opinion the financial statements give a true and fair
view of the financial position of Friends of the Earth
(Australia) inc as at 30th June, 2003, and the results from
operations for the year then ended.
John Mulhall,
Registered Company Auditor,
Pobjoy Mulhall & Associates Certified Practising Accountants

Financial report 2003


